
History

At Bethany we use a cross curricular approach to the teaching of Humanities.
History is not taught as a discreet subject until, Key Stage 4 but it is integrated
throughout other subjects, being taught regularly in Topic and English lessons
and at times in Science, Art and Design+Technology lessons.

The History Grid (above) shows where specific historical areas are covered in
the Primary part of the school and in the Senior Topic / English lessons.

We are aware that some Terms contain far more History than others and that
some historical topics could be covered in greater detail and this is an
outcome of our integrated approach.

The prime aim is to provide our pupils with the study skills that will enable
them to access any historical period. Current academic studies acknowledge
that today’s children have more access to information than ever before. Our
challenge, and that of teachers nationally, is to train children to use the
available information in ways that are relevent and honest and enables them
to answer any questions that they might have.

For the study of history children need to:
• learn how we know what happened in the past.
• understand about both primary and secondary sources.
• be taught how to handle these sources, discussing the origin of the

source,questioning its reliability, looking at any bias.

Children need to be taught to look at past history from the viewpoint of the
time being studied, not with 21st century hindsight. We would also aim to give
children an appreciation of the importance of the past in determining the
present, to see if lessons are ever learnt from past events.

Obviously it is important that children have a general understanding of where
major historical eras fit into history and of the timescale of major historical
events. This aim can be met by the use of Timelines which will enable
children to see historical progression.

If the pupils are taught these skills thoroughly then they will be able to
research any historical period. A number of Bethany pupils have gone on to
study history at A level and have found themselves well prepared for these
courses.


