Design and Technology

Subjects for the Heart and Soul

Gluing pasta, modelling with cardboard boxes, forming with clay, manipulating MDF or designing with dovetails are all activities which involve the hands, head, heart and soul. Teaching Design and Technology effectively, at whatever age or level and in whatever medium, must involve each element – hands, head, heart and soul. It is not always possible to detect by looking at a particular artefact how much heart and soul has gone into its manufacture and certainly Moderators are not interested in assessing this. Often teachers will apologetically hold up a ‘weak’ piece of work because of the amount of effort it represents perhaps mistakenly thinking it is acceptable because of the time spent on the work. How many parents have told us how much time has been spent on a piece of work? Time is just as much a poor guide to quality as it is a guide to heart and soul.

For the younger child time spent on a ‘gluey’ can be quite short or may take a much longer time than necessary precisely because the heart and soul balance is not right.

With older children a fine-looking piece of work that would impress pupils, teachers, parents and examiners may lack any evidence of heart and soul. 

Colossians 3:23-25 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favouritism.

Work + Heart + Soul

In the Christian School surely we are looking for evidence of the moral and spiritual elements in our work and in the work of the children – the heart and soul of our work? Obedience, faithfulness, service, truth, joy, diligence, creativity, justice, love, sober, devotion, fervour, patient, sympathetic, humble, holy, pleasing to God, hating evil – these are guidelines for living as redeemed people in a fallen world (-mainly Romans 12).  Many of our children may not be the elect of God (Colossians 3:12 – another list of rules for holy living) but God’s standards are the standards that we are teaching and although the world pays lip-service to these qualities, because they are never examined, they are perceived as less important. 

These qualities are the heart and soul of a subject and we need to spend just as much time correcting errors (and teaching) in these areas as in correcting spelling mistakes, arithmetical errors or more subjective things such as poor design. 

But I can’t do Maths! I’m no good at French! I can’t draw as well as you! It’s not my thing - DT! I’m better at football. Science is what I’m interested in. Geography is best! Your ability or lack of ability in a particular subject area is not the main issue – God looks on the heart. (Proverbs 4:23 Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.)

What was God’s evaluation of Adam and Eve’s Design and Technology? The covering of fig leaves sewn together? You’ve used an inappropriate material? No! I know sewing isn’t your thing but you’ve worked so hard on it? No! You must have spent all night on this – well done? NO! 

Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” (Genesis 3:13)

God evaluated the heart and the soul! Adam and Eve found that their work, beautiful as it might well have been, was unacceptable to the Creator-God who is jealous for His own glory. Our work, including practical work, has a moral and spiritual dimension and God assesses the motives more than the outcome. WHY?
God chose acts of creativity to declare His glory. God did not create to meet any need or to satisfy any lack but He made things to demonstrate His nature. Our creativity is the part of us that most reflects the character of God!  Our work, (‘whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God’ 
1 Corinthians 10:31) should declare His glory. 

What is God like? What is His glory?

God is a spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable, in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth. (Westminster Shorter Catechism – Question 4)
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God did not make things so that things would conclude how marvellous things are but to declare His glory. God’s glory – weightiness, to be heavy, wealth, reputation - the inescapable weight of the shear God-ness of God! God’s otherness! He is different from the cursed creation, which is material, limited by space and time, temporal, and constantly changing. For us, created by God, to deny Him one of His attributes or to ascribe to God something He does not claim to have is to attack His glory. We can represent God as something less than He actually is or misrepresent one of His attributes and thus attack His glory.

It is for this God we are gluing. It is for this God we are designing. It is for His glory! It is for this God and because of Him we live and move and have our being. Tasks are important but the living and glorious God is supreme. We need to represent this biblical view of God to our children and build in to our preparation how to evaluate an appropriate response to the glory of God.

Our day, our lesson, a design brief, a homework, should embrace the concepts of D.V. and D.G., Deo Volente, and Deo Gloria, God willing and to the glory of God.  

A simple, accessible description of the glory of God is hard to find.

Some biblical examples where God explains His glory may help.

· Exodus 33:19 When Moses asked the Lord to show him His glory the Lord replied: “ I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you …I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion …” 

Glory = goodness, mercy and compassion

· 1 Samuel 15:29 “He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind.”

Glory = truthful and faithful

· Psalm 19:1 “The heavens declare the glory of God.”

Glory = majesty, wisdom and power

· Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

Glory = righteousness

· Romans 6:4 “Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the father”.

Glory = power, love and faithfulness

· Isaiah 6:3 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

Glory = majestic holiness

So….

God’s glory is supreme!

Man’s chief end is to glorify God! (and enjoy Him forever)

Nothing is excluded!

The heart is the thing!

The soul is affected!

Our work is affected

A revival of true biblical Christianity made possible the comment by C.H. Spurgeon:

“The shop, the barn, the scullery and the smithy became temples where men and women do all ‘to the glory of God’! The ‘divine service’ is not a thing of a few hours and a few places, but all life becomes holiness to the Lord, and every place and thing, as consecrated as the tabernacle and its golden candlesticks”.
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